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CONFIDENTIAL JERUSALEM 0365 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, SHUM, IS 

SUB J : HUMAN RIGHTS: PALESTINIAN PRISONERS IN ISRAELI PRISONS 

REF: TEL AVIV 1746 

1 . EMBASSY IS CORRECT (PARA 6 REFTEL) THAT MARCH 9 
QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION BETWEEN ALLON AND MK 
ARABELI ON ALLEGED PROMISE OF CONSUL GENERAL TO 
"INTERVENE" ON BEHALF OF PALESTINIAN PRISONERS IN 
ISRAELI PRISONS AND TO "ACT IN UNISION WITH JERUSALE 
CONSULAR CORPS" CONTAINS SEVERAL INACCURACIES. 

2. AS DEPARTMENT AWARE, CONSUL GENERAL AGEED TO 
RECEIVED DELEGATION AT REQUEST OF LEADING EAST 
JERUSALEM NOTABLE AND ON UNDERSTANDING MEETING 
WOULD NOT BE PUBLICIZED. NO RPT NO PROMISE WAS 
MADE TO INTERVENE OR TO SEEK TO MOBILIZE CONSULAR 
CORPS. NEVERTHELESS, ARABIC PRESS CARRIED 
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INCORRECT ACCOUNTS OF MEETING WHICH WERE ESSENTIALLY 
REPREINTED IN HEBREW PAPER AL HAMISHMAR. THE 
LATTER, THIRD HAND ACCOUNT, APPARENTLY FORMED 
BASIS BOTH FOR REPORTED QUESTION AND ANSWER. 

3. STORY HAS CAUSED CERTAIN AMOUNT OF SPECULATION 
HERE AMONG CONSULAR CORPS AND JOURNALISTS. SEASONED 
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ISRAELI SOURCES SPECULATE THAT EXCHANGE WAS 
ORCHESTRATED BY ALLON AS PART OF ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN 
TO SHOW VIGILANCE AND FIRMNESS OF FOREIGN MINSTER. 
ANOTHER THEORY IS THAT GOI INCREASINGLY SENSITIVE 
OVER ATTENTION BEING PAID TO PALESTINIAN PRISONERS 
IN ISRAELI PRISONS AND WISHED TO WARN FOREIGN CONSULS 
AND OTHER MISSIONS NOT TO BECOME INVOLVED WITH 
PRISONERS' COMPLAINTS (U.K. AND FRENCH CONSULS GENERAL 
ASLO RECEIVED DELEGATION OF PRISONERS' RELATIVES 
BUT NO PUBLICITY RESULTED). 

4. GIVEN FACTUAL INACCURIES, SUGGEST DEPARTMENT 
AND EMBASSY CONSIDER HAVING EMBASSY OFFICER TELEPHONE 
NORTH AMERICAN DIVISION AT MFA TO SET RECORD STRAIGHT. 
NEWLIN 
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